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Question 1: Reading Comprehension (20 marks)  

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow. 

 

An interview with Densy Clyne 

Throsby: Do you like spiders? 

  

Clyne: I love spiders. I think they have the most fascinating lives … secret lives people don’t 

 know about. They’re really, in their own way, much more interesting than insects are.   

 We don’t realise what fascinating spiders we have around the garden. 

  

Throsby: Are spiders different from insects only structurally, or are they different in other ways? 

  

Clyne: They’re very different. Very different in their behaviour – certainly structurally. To start 

 with, they’ve got eight legs and insects only have six legs. But, they’re quite different. 

 They probably had different origins. The insects’ life and the courtship and mating  

 procedures are totally different from spiders. 

  

Throsby: What about that incredible phenomenon of spiders spinning the web, which I  

 watched over the summer holidays. I couldn’t work out how the spider got that first  

 strand to go between two points. Has that ever been explained? 

  

Clyne: That puzzles most people. Actually they do it in a quite simple way. They let out a 

 thread of silk from the tip of their body – and they just sit there. There are always 

 currents of air around that we’re not aware of. The thread gets pulled out and lifted 

 and it drifts across in the direction of the air current until it comes to a solid object – 

 like a leaf or a branch – and it sticks there. 
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Throsby: Why doesn’t the spider stick in its own web? 

  

Clyne: Ah! Well, that’s a thing not many people know about. Because only part of the web is  

 sticky.  That’s the spiral. Let’s go into the structure of the web a little but – it’s quite  

 fascinating. When the spider puts down that spiral part that we all see in the middle  

 of the web – the part that actually catches insects – it starts from the inside, from the  

 hub and it puts down a very broad spiral of non-sticky silk. Now that’s a sort of  

 scaffolding the spider works on. When it reaches the outside of the structure, it starts 

 coming in again, making a spiral inwards, and that spiral is a sticky spiral –braided with 

 sticky droplets. Presumably the spider, when it walks on the web, knows where to put 

 its feet. I think this is awfully clever, because spiders have eight feet, but they have 

 claws on the end of their feet which are quite minute and delicate and they probably 

 know where to put them. 

  

Throsby: It’s an incredible story.  It’s one that is fascinating not only for its beauty  

 and Intricacy but for the smallness of it, too. 

 

  

Questions 

1.1 Identify the interviewer and the interviewee. (2) 

 ____________________________________ 

 ____________________________________ 

  

1.2 Which three consecutive words in her opening statements tell us that Densy Clyne is 

not afraid of spiders? 

(1) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

1.3 State whether the following statements are true or false. Quote a sentence from the text to 

prove your answer. 

1.3.1 Spiders have six legs.                                       True  False  (1) 

 Quote: _______________________________________________________________ (1) 
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1.3.2 People are aware of the fascinating spiders they have in their gardens.  
 

True  False  

(1) 

 Quote:_______________________________________________________________     (1) 

  

1.4 Spiders have more legs than insects. List two other differences. (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

1.5 How does nature assist spiders to get the threads attached to a solid object? (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

   

1.6 Why does Densy Clyne think spiders are “awfully clever”?  (1) 

 Clyne thinks they are clever because they… 

 A know where to put their feet when walking on the web. 

 B are more interesting than other insects. 

 C had different origins. 

 D have 8 legs 

   

1.7 Which word below best describes how Densey Clyne feels about spiders? (1) 

 A indifferent  

 B amazed  

 C afraid  

 D bored  

   

1.8 The interview can be classified as a good interview because it was… (1) 

 A interesting and informative.  

 B confusing and dull.  

 C simple and vague.  

 D long and scary.  
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1.9 Which word shows a similarity between a builder and a spider? Why? (2) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

1.10 Who would be interested in listening to this interview?  (1) 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

   

1.11 Did you enjoy reading this interview? Give a reason for your answer. (2) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

   

1.12 Underline the word in brackets to complete the proverb. (1) 

 The spider and the fly (can / can't) make a deal. 

  [20] 

  

Question 2: Visual Literacy (10 marks) 

Look at the visual text below and answer the following questions. 

 
          Frame 1 Frame 2                       Frame 3                       Frame 4 

   
Questions  

   

2.1 Who are the characters in the cartoon? (1) 

 __________________________________________________________________  

   

2.2 Describe the setting of the cartoon. (1) 

 __________________________________________________________________  
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2.3 What are the characters talking about? (1) 

 __________________________________________________________________  

   

2.4 Rewrite the following words out in full:  

2.4.1 let’s  (frame 2)                                         _________________________ (1) 

2.4.2 water’s (frame 4)                                     _________________________ (1) 

   

2.5 Circle the letter of the correct answers for 2.5.1 – 2.5.3.  

2.5.1 What is the correct spelling of the misspelled word in frame 1?          (1) 

 A Grandparent  

 B Granpapa  

 C Grandpa  

 D Granpa  

   

2.5.2 What type of sentence is found in frame 1? (1) 

 A Exclamation  

 B Statement  

 C Command  

 D Question  

    

2.5.3 What is the synonym for rock? (1) 

 A diamond  

 B concrete  

 C stone  

 D brick  

   

2.5.4 The little boy is ____________ by what Grampa told him  (1) 

 A disappointed  

 B fascinated  

 C upset  

 D hurt  
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2.6 During which season will the water be frozen? (1) 

 _________________________  

  [10] 

 

Question 3: Language Structures and Conventions  

Read the text below and answer the questions that follow.  

ENVIRONMENTAL FESTIVALS OF LIMPOPO 
 

1  The Limpopo Province in SA is rich in nature and culture. The province also has 

much for geologists and archaeologists to study. Each one of its four regions has 

something unique to celebrate. 

2  Every harvesting season, the Valley of the Olifants region celebrates the harvest of 

the Marula fruit. The Marula fruit, which is called the “food of kings” by the Tsonga 

people is used in medicine, cosmetics, food dishes and drinks. The big companies 

that make products from the fruit bring money to the region in many ways. The 

harvest of the fruit helps the local community to earn a crucial income. It empowers 

the women to feed their families. The companies also run projects, such as brick-

making, when it is not harvest time. 

3  There are many other environmental festivals in South Africa, for example the Whale 

Festival in the Western Cape; and the Cherry Festival in Ficksburg in the Free State. 

All around the country people celebrate the unique features of their regions and 

invite visitors to join in! 

[Source: Adapted from New Generation English Learner Book] 

 

 

   

 Circle the letter of the correct answer.  

3.1 An archeologist is someone who studies … (1) 

 A the surface of the earth.  

 B the history of humans.  

 C fruit trees.  

 D medicine.  
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3.2 Rewrite the sentence in the simple past tense. (1) 

 The companies run projects and make bricks.  

 __________________________________________________________________  

   

3.3 Rewrite the sentence in the simple present tense. (1) 

 The women picked and sold the fruit.  

 __________________________________________________________________  

   

3.4 Underline the adjective in the sentence. (1) 

 The big companies bring money to the region.  

   

3.5 Write an antonym for the underlined word. (1) 

 The Limpopo Province is rich in nature and culture.                 ________________  

   

3.6 Underline the correct possessive pronoun. (1) 

 Empowered women must feed (their/ its /her) families.  

   

3.7 Replace the underlined word with the correct personal pronoun. (1) 

 The women work hard to harvest the fruit, because the women are the main   

 main providers.  

 ________________________________________________________________  

   

3.8 Rewrite the sentence and fill in the correct punctuation marks. (1) 

 what do the tsonga people do with the fruit     

 __________________________________________________________________  

   

3.9 Fill in the correct article.  

3.9.1  ___________ marula fruit is used for medicine, cosmetics and drinks. (1) 

3.9.2 Mother made ___________ marula tart for dessert. (1) 
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3.10 Identify the following sentence types.  

 command                   exclamation                     statement                     question 
 

 

3.10.1 People celebrate their festivals annually.                              ________________ (1) 

3.10.2 Where is the Cherry Festival held? ________________ (1) 

3.10.3 Put the fruit in the basket. ________________ (1) 

   

3.11 Study the word “empowering”   

3.11.1 Write down the root word.   _______________________ (1) 

3.11.2 Write down the prefix.         _______________________ (1) 

3.11.3 Write down the suffix.         _______________________ (1) 

   

3.12 Write a word from the text that rhymes with: (1) 

 loyalty                ___________________  

   

3.13  Underline the correct word in brackets.  

3.13.1 The women (is / are) going to support their families. (1) 

3.13.2 They (have/ has) been to the Whale festival. (1) 

   

3.14 Write the correct form of the word in brackets to complete the sentence. (1) 

 Limpopo is (small) than the Free State.                 ______________  

  [20] 

   

 


