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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION  

  

• Read each question carefully before answering. 

• This question paper has: 

- 04 questions. 

- 07 pages. 

• Answer on the spaces provided. 

• Write neatly and legibly. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTION 1 

1.1 Study the following Physical map of Africa on page 3, then answer these 

questions: 

1.1.1 Mention ONE physical feature shown on the physical map.  (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

1.1.2 Describe what this map would show if it was a political map.  (1) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.1.3 The table below shows Africa’s high mountains. Make use of the physical 

map and arrange these three mountains in Africa from highest to lowest. 

Mountain  Country Grid 

Thabana Ntlenyana  Lesotho I6 

Kilimanjaro  Tanzania  E7 

Mt Kenya  Kenya  E7 
 

Highest: _________________________________________  (1) 

Second highest: _____________________________________  (1) 

Lowest: ______________________________________   (1) 

 

1.1.4 Name a physical feature located on grid B6.    (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

1.1.5 Mention a physical feature located on grid F8.    (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 



Geography Grade 5 2024 Term 1 PLC Common Paper 

Copyright Reserved Page 3 of 7 
 

 

1.1.6 Look at grid H6, mention the ocean where does that river flow to / end. (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1.1.7 On grid I6 there is Maletsunyane falls. Explain how a waterfall is formed.

           (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1.1.8 Mention the direction of Namib Desert from Makgadipadi Pan.  (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1.1.9 Explain what you notice about rivers when you look at grid B1 to B5 and 

grid E5 to E6.         (1) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Key: 

   Mt Kenya 5199 – 
Mountain & height 

● Cape Town – City / 

Capital city 

           - River 
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1.1.10 Name a city shown on this map that is located north.   (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1.1.11 Mention what is common between grid H4 and grid B3 when looking for 

rivers.          (1) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

[13] 

 

QUESTION 2 

2.1 Study the following diagram showing a globe, then answer the questions 

afterwards: 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

1A globe is a ball-shaped map of the world. 

2.1.1 Supply correct labels for the following: 

2.1.1.1 Letter A        (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.1.1.2 Letter B        (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.2 Answer the following questions based on the World map & compass below: 

 

Equator  

A 

B 
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2.2.1 State the direction of the following countries from South Africa: 

2.2.1.1 Australia.        (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2.2.1.2 China.         (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

[4] 

QUESTION 3 

3.1 Study the following Map of the world showing position of Africa, then answer 

the following questions. 

 
Map of the world showing position of Africa. 

3.1.1 In a paragraph, describe the location of Africa. In your description, 

mention oceans surrounding Africa (names & location), and countries. (5) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3.1.2  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NB: Structure your answer according to this marking rubric below  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.2 Name TWO African countries shown on the map that are north of the 

equator.          (2) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.1.3 Name TWO oceans shown on the map that DO NOT surround Africa. (2) 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

[9] 

  

 
0-1 Mark 2-Marks 3-Marks 4-Marks 5-Marks 

Level 1 

Uses evidence in an 

elementary manner 

e.g., shows little or 

no understanding. 

Uses evidence 

partially to report on 

topic or cannot 

report on topic. 

Wrote 1 or no 
point(s) showing 
little, or no 
understanding of the 
location of Africa on 
a map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans 
& countries. 
 

_____________ 

Gave a maximum of 2 
points showing some 
understanding of the 
location of Africa on a 
map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans & 
countries. 

 
________________ 

      

Level 2 

Evidence is mostly 

relevant and relates 

to a great extent to 

the topic. Uses 

evidence in a very 

basic manner. 

  Some attempt at 
structuring paragraph 
with about 2+ points 
showing 
understanding of the 
location of Africa on a 
map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans & 
countries. 
 

_______________ 

Good attempt at 
structuring paragraph 
with about 2-3 points 
showing 
understanding of the 
location of Africa on a 
map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans & 
countries. 
 

________________  

    

Level 3 

Uses relevant 

evidence e.g., 

demonstrates a 

thorough 

understanding. Uses 

evidence very 

effectively in an 

organised paragraph 

that shows an 

understanding of the 

topic. 

    Particularly good 
attempt at structuring 
paragraph with about 3 
points showing 
thorough 
understanding of the 
location of Africa on a 
map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans & 
countries. 

 
_______________ 

Topic sentence, 3+ main 
points & concluding 
sentence identifiable with 
some attempt at showing 
interconnection through 
the description of the 
location of Africa on a 
map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans & 
countries. 

 
________________ 

Topic sentence, 4+ 
main points & 
concluding sentence 
clearly identifiable 
with interconnected 
description of the 
location of Africa on 
a map/globe with its 
surrounding oceans 
& countries. 
 
_______________ 
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QUESTION 4 

4.1 Study the physical map & political map of Africa below, and then respond to the 

questions that follow. 

  
Physical map & political map of Africa. 

4.1.1 Mention which of the two maps (Map on the right OR Map on the left) is 

a physical map.         (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.1.2 Name ONE country where part of Kalahari desert is located according to 

these maps.         (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.1.3 State whether the following countries are landlocked OR with a 

coastline: 

4.1.3.1 Angola.        (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4.1.3.2 Zambia.        (1) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

[4] 

Grand Total: 30 marks 



3 
 

GEOGRAPHY: GRADE 5 TOPIC:  MAP SKILLS (Focus: Africa) 

 SUB TOPICS TIME / 

DURATION CONTENT 
MARKS PER 

CONTENT / 

CONCEPT 

CONTENT 

DISTRIBUTION PER 

QUESTION 
COGNITIVE LEVELS 

World map and 
compass directions 

1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

- Position of equator, north and south poles 
on a globe 
- The seven continents  
- Eight points on the compass –
N/S/E/W/NE/NW/SE/SW  
- Eight directions from a fixed point on a world 
map 

04 marks (20%) 

 
 

2 marks low order: 
 -Labeling questions. 

 

2 marks middle order: 
 -Map reading, analysis and 
interpretation. 

 

Africa our continent 
(oceans, countries 
and main cities)  

1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

- Position of Africa on a world map and globe  
- Oceans around Africa (names and location) 
- Concepts of countries, capital cities and 
borders 
- Physical features as borders between 
countries –focus on rivers and lakes 
- Countries of Africa: location of all countries: 
Location to be incorporated in all content 

13 marks (40%) 

 
 

5 marks high order: 
 -5 marks paragraph 

 

4 marks low order: 
 -Fill-in-the-Blank Questions 

 

4 marks middle order: 
 - Map reading, analysis and 
interpretation 

 

1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

- Features on a physical map: high and low 
areas, rivers, lakes 
- Ways of showing height above sea level on a 
physical map  
- Location on a map 

1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

-Countries of Africa: Landlocked or with a 
coastline, north, south or on equator. 
-Madagascar: A country and an island 
-Zanzibar: An island of Tanzania 
-Big cities of Africa: Cairo, Lagos, 
Johannesburg, Nairobi 

Physical map of 
Africa 

1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

o South Africa’s neighbours (Botswana, 
Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe) 

o Capital cities of South Africa and 
neighbouring 
 

13 marks (40%) 

 
 

1 mark high order: 
 -1 mark high order 
(differentiate / analyzing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q1
1.1.1 - (1)L;1.1.2 (1)H
1.1.3 - (3)M;1.1.4 - (1)L
1.1.5 - (1)L;1.1.6 - (1)M
1.1.7 - (1)M;1.1.8 - (1)M
1.1.9 - (1)M1.1.10 - (1)M
1.1.11 - (1)M

Q2
2.1.1 - (2)L;2.2.1 - (2)

Q3
3.1.1 - (5)H;3.1.2 - (2)M
3.1.3 - (2)M

Q4
4.1 - (4)L
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1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

o Africa’s highest mountains: 
Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya. 

o Africa’s largest lakes: Victoria, 
Tanganyika, Malawi 
 

 

3 marks low order: 
 -MultipleChoice qustions 

 

9 marks middle order: 
 -Source-based application 
questions 

 1hr 30 min / 1 
Week 

o Africa’s great rivers: Nile, Niger, 
Congo, Zambezi, Limpopo, Gariep-
Orange  

o Southern Africa’s famous waterfalls: 
Victoria, Maletsunyane, Augrabies  

o Africa’s great deserts: The Sahara and 
the Namib 

03 Sub-topics 07 weeks 30 maks 30 marks _____ marks 

Low – 09 marks (30%); 
Middle – 15 marks (50); 
High – 06 marks (20%) 

100% 

 

  

30


